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Church of the Resurrection, Sunnyvale, CA  94087 
DSJ Universal Synod 2022 Report on Written Survey Responses 

June 3, 2022 
 

1. Where was this Listening Session? 

The Church of the Resurrection did not hold formal listening sessions with facilitators and note takers as 

originally envisioned by the Vatican.  Instead, throughout the month of March the Synod’s questions were 
posted on the parish website, displayed on-screen before all weekend Masses, and placed at the exits of the 
church.  For several weeks, the Prayers of the Faithful included one for the Synod’s success and the 
questionnaire’s availability was mentioned in the end-of-Mass announcements.  Then, on the first weekend 
of April, the parishioners were given time to provide written responses to the questions during the ten-minute 
period in the middle of Mass that is normally reserved for the homily.  The vast majority of our 318 responses 
were returned during that weekend, but people were invited to take their question-naires home if they 
needed more time, so a small percentage of the responses drifted in over the next several weeks. 

2. What best describes your group that hosted the listening session? 

Non-Catholic Group 

Parishes, Catholic Schools and College ministry groups 

Catholic Charities 

Catholic School and Catholic University personnel  

Non-parish affiliated Catholic Groups 

3. Summarize the highlights and common themes in the group discussion regarding Question 1: 
Where and how do you personally experience Church today? 

There were 279 responses to this question about “personally experiencing church today” including: at Mass 
(148), with others in the church community (43), with music (34), with family and friends (30), at church (27), 
in prayer and meditation (22), serving others (20), in the Eucharist (20), in the homily (15), with the parish 
priests (14), and participating in Mass (10). 

4. Summarize any points of view in the group discussion that varied from the majority of comments 
on Question 1 

Some less frequent ways of “experiencing church today” include: in the readings (8), in nature (6), in social 
gatherings (3), and the stained-glass windows (1).  There were also a handful of negative responses, most of 
which focused on pandemic-related issues such as difficulties with online viewing, loss of community, 
isolation and loneliness, desire for more services, programs and activities, particularly for youth and young 
adults, and a need for more volunteers to help with social outreach – all these issues are discussed further in 
the responses to the subsequent questions. 

5. Summarize the highlights and common themes in the group discussion regarding Question 2: 
What joys do you experience? 

Since this question about joy was grouped with two others and left unnumbered, most respondents did not 
address it separately.  Hence, the responses we did receive are included in the summary of experiences 
given above.  

6. Summarize any points of view in the group discussion that varied from the majority of comments 

on Question 2 

Since this question about joy was grouped with two others and left unnumbered, most respondents did not 

address it separately.  Hence, the less-frequent responses we did receive are included in the summary of 
less-frequent experiences given above.  
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7. Summarize the highlights and common themes in the group discussion regarding  Question 3: 
What difficulties and obstacles have you encountered? What are your insights? 

There were 188 responses to the question about “difficulties and obstacles” including: none (37), personal 
issues such as health, age, lack of sleep, difficulty hearing, and anxiety (23), the difficulty of the pandemic 
(i.e., disconnected from church, dislike of masks, and technical difficulties associated with online viewing) 
(21), need for more youth-oriented programs and engagement (12), getting kids to attend Mass (9), inability 
to feel connected with God, faith, and community (12), lack of inclusiveness towards LGBTQ and people of 
color (10), being too busy with life and work (11), frustration or embarrassment over the Church’s sexual-
abuse scandals (9), long or difficult-to-understand homilies (9), and loneliness or loss of community (9). 

There were 160 responses to the question about “insights” that include: the need for more diversity in 

leadership and types of events (16), the need to actively engage youth with programs and activities (15), 
improve spirituality and prayerfulness (13), be more inclusive, particularly towards LGBTQ (10), increase 
Mass attendance (8), deliver more relevant and understandable homilies (8), and be less judgmental and 
more compassionate (8). 

8. Summarize any points of view in the group discussion that varied from the majority of comments 
on Question 3 

Some less frequently mentioned “difficulties and obstacles” include: failure to practice our beliefs (7), the 
priests or parish not being welcoming (7), inability to do ministry (6), mired in past or in politics (6), archaic 
teachings on birth control, end-of-life care, and role of women (6), excessive hatred and racism in the world 
(6), problems with family (5), shortage of priests and lack of women clergy (4), lack of programs for seniors 
(3), failure to stand up against government and secular society on social issues (3), and personal sin (2). 

Some less frequently mentioned “insights” include: be more prayerful (7), seek more input from parishioners 

(7), put teachings into practice (6), continue providing quality Masses (6), allow priests to marry and ordain 
women (6), see church as family (6), and provide more community outreach (5). 

9. Summarize the highlights and common themes in the group discussion regarding Question 4: 
What are your dreams/visions for our church in the future? 

There were 227 responses to this question about “dreams and visions” including: inclusion of everyone (38), 
engagement of youth (35), bring people back (28), more community gatherings (25), spiritual nourishment 
and union with God (25), more service opportunities to help the poor (23), welcome LGBTQ Catholics (12), 
ordain women (10), allow priests to marry (9), no changes (9), and focus on love and follow the Gospel (8). 

10. Summarize any points of view in the group discussion that varied from the majority of comments 
on Question 4 

Some less frequently mentioned dreams and visions include: more lively Masses with better music and 
improved technology (7), more people involved in leadership (6), acknowledge past abuses and help victims 
heal (4), continue online Masses (4), hope the Church survives (4), more roles for women (4), more 
environmental consciousness (3), practice what we preach (3), return to the pre-pandemic normal (3), work 
with other denominations (3), and more vocations (3).  

11. Summarize the highlights and common themes in the group discussion regarding Question 5: 

Are there any aspects of the Church's evangelizing mission that you would like to see? 

There were 113 responses to this question about the Church’s evangelizing mission including: more 

involvement of youth (20), relate the Church’s teaching to modern life (16), more community activities of all 
kinds (10), and a more welcoming and inclusive Church (10), especially towards LGBTQ (8). 

12. Summarize any points of view in the group discussion that varied from the majority of comments 
on Question 5 

Some less frequently mentioned responses include: go door-to-door (3), work with other faiths (6), pray for 
converts (3), focus on action over words (4), and increase transparency (3). 

13. Summarize the highlights and common themes in the group discussion regarding Question 6: 
How do you value the Church's social mission to care for the poor and marginalized, as well as its 
efforts to address poverty and social change? 
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There were 204 responses to this question about the care for the poor and marginalized including: 
affirmations of its importance and high value (113), need more coordination of effort (18), need for increased 
publicity (26), provide more volunteer activities (15), satisfied with current effort (13), and need to do more 
(15). 

14. Summarize any points of view in the group discussion that varied from the majority of comments 
on Question 6 

Some less frequently mentioned responses include: more help for mentally ill and veterans (7), more help for 
middle-income earners in trouble (7), be open to all (3), include youth in the outreach (3), address root cause 
of poverty and teach skills to the poor (5), encourage the government, DSJ, and community to do more (6), 
do more locally (4), and help more globally, especially Ukraine (5).  People clearly had different opinions 
about how to help and who to help, but there was nearly universal agreement that care for the poor and 
marginalized is an important role for the Church. 

15. What was the overall experience of the attendees at the listening session? 

Most of our 318 survey respondents (see Question 1) were more concerned with local issues and personal 
spirituality rather than deep theological questions or the global church.  The five principal themes that arose 
are (a) the importance of engaging, supporting, and encouraging our youth and young adults, who are seen 
as the future of the Church, (b) a hunger for more community building activities, including spiritual, 
educational, volunteer or service, and social events, (c) a recognition that care for the poor and marginalized 
is, and always must be, a high priority for the Church, (d) a desire by many for a more welcoming and 
inclusive Church (i.e., our love should extend to all and drive what we do; include LGBTQ, divorcees, women 
clergy, and married priests; adapt, modernize, be open and transparent, less judgmental), and (e) a desire 
by some for a more traditional approach (i.e., follow the teachings of the church, retain and restore traditional 
devotions, and resist the pressures of secular society).  While the first three themes are strikingly universal 
(i.e., nearly everyone wants to draw the next generation in, places high value on community, and supports 
the Church’s social justice and charitable outreach), the latter two themes exist with some tension. The 
words that occurred most frequently in our parish’s survey responses are shown in the “word salad” below. 

 

 


